START S SMART

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS PROGRAM

Dear Community Partner:

The A.G. Gaston Business Institute’s START SMART Young Entrepreneurs Program

is developing the next generation of entrepreneurs, innovators, and business leaders -

equipping students ages 11-17 with practical business, financial literacy, leadership, and

entrepreneurial skills. Inspired by the legacy of A.G. Gaston, our hands-on program prepares young people
to become future business owners, workforce leaders, and economic contributors.

We invite you to partner with us in creating opportunities that strengthen Birmingham's future.
Your investment goes beyond supporting a youth program — it helps build a stronger entrepreneurial
ecosystem and creates lasting economic impact.

YOUR SPONSORSHIP HELPS:

* Develop youth financial capability and entrepreneurial skills.

® Invest in workforce development and future business leaders.

* Build a pipeline of future entrepreneurs and small business owners.

e Support Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) and community development initiatives, where applicable.
e Connect students and families with financial education and small business resources.

As A START SMART PARTNER, YOUR ORGANIZATION WILL ALSO BENEFIT THROUGH:
 Demonstrating its commitment to corporate social responsibility and community impact.

e Building a future talent pipeline through career exposure and mentorship.

* Engaging employees through meaningful volunteer and skills-based mentoring opportunities.
e Increasing brand visibility with students, families, educators, and community leaders.

Together, we can inspire the next generation of entrepreneurs while creating meaningful opportunities that
strengthen our local economy and communities.

Thank you for considering a partnership with the START SMART Young Entrepreneurs Program.
We look forward to working together to empower Birmingham's future business leaders.

Sincerely,

Bob Dickerson, Executive Director, A.G. Gaston Business Institute



Legacy Builder | $25,000

Presenting Sponsor

* Exclusive Presenting Sponsor recognition throughout the program year

* Premier logo placement on all program marketing, website, participant materials, and select digital campaigns
* Recognition at all Start Smart signature events and student showcases

* Executive representative invited to welcome participants at the Kickoff or Pitch Competition

* Opportunity for employees to serve as volunteer mentors, business coaches, or pitch judges

* Opportunity to host one financial literacy, leadership, or career readiness session

* Featured sponsor spotlight across AG Gaston Business Institute digital platforms

Groundbreaker | $15,000

Leadership Sponsor

* Prominent logo placement on program materials, website, and select social media
* Recognition at all major Start Smart events

* Opportunity for employees to serve as mentors or pitch judges

* Opportunity to participate in one career exploration or financial education workshop
* Featured sponsor profile in program newsletter

Catalyst| $10,000

Innovation Sponsor

* Logo recognition on website and program materials

* Recognition during student showcases and Pitch Competition
* Employee volunteer opportunities

* Recognition on select social media promotions

Igniter| $2,500

Community Sponsor

* Logo recognition on website and select program materials
® Recognition on sponsor appreciation communications

e |nvitation to volunteer at student events

Bob Dickerson, Executive Director, A.G. Gaston Business Institute
1500 1st Avenue North, Birmingham, AL 35203

(205) 250-6380

https://gastonbusinessinstitute.com
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